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In our nation, we inhabit over 700 diverse communities in various geographical regions. 
Millennia ago, our forebears adapted these lands, shaping them into distinct cultural 
environments, fostering the unity of family, clan, and community for themselves and 
generations to come. However, approximately five millennia ago, the Aryans, and more recently, 
around five centuries ago, the French and British colonists encroached upon our natural cultural 
domains. This colonial policy has persisted even after gaining independence under the guise of 
"mainstreaming" and "Sanskritisation." Consequently, our rich oral heritage and knowledge 
traditions are constantly under threat. 


It is disheartening that the architects of our Constitution, including figures like Nehru, Dr. 
Ambedkar, Sardar Patel, Rajendra Prasad, and the Father of the Nation, Gandhi, all overlooked 
the interests of the First Nation communities. They were marginalized in the new federal 
republican system of India. The recommendations of Jaipal Singh Munda, a prominent First 
Nation leader in the Constituent Assembly, and Rev. JJM Nichols Roy, representing the First 
Nations of the North-East, were summarily dismissed. Angami Japu Phizo, a celebrated hero and 
warrior of the Naga nation, was compelled to live in exile. 


Following independence, there began a process of imposing a singular culture, language, and 
religion on us First Nations in the name of national unity, and this has intensified in the 21st 
century. We are deprived of the ability to speak, listen, read, write, and live in our own 
languages. Our literature finds no place in the literary academies at both state and national 
levels. There are no publication policies or institutions dedicated to First Nation languages and 
literature. Our writers are dishonored in their own homeland. 


The United Nations General Assembly, through resolution A/RES/74/135, has designated the 
years 2022 to 2032 as the International Decade of Indigenous Languages, aiming to raise global 
awareness of the precarious state of many First Nation languages. This initiative seeks to 
mobilize stakeholders and resources for their preservation, restoration, and promotion. 
Regrettably, the Indian government continues to disregard this international resolution. 


The Pyara Kerketta Foundation has been at the forefront of a constructive struggle against 
colonial linguistic policies. As part of this initiative, the Foundation introduced the 
‘Jaipal-julius-Hanna Literary Award' on the occasion of International Indigenous Day in 2022, 
with the aim of inspiring First Nation languages, literature, and emerging writers. 
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This award celebrates the literary contributions of tribal writers from across India, aiming to 
promote their original, unpublished manuscripts in First Nation mother tongues as well as in 
Indian languages, including Hindi and English. It welcomes submissions from both emerging 
and experienced First Nation writers, encompassing a wide range of themes and literary 
genres. The ‘Jaipal-Julius-Hanna Literary Award' recognizes authors of all age groups. 


Under the ‘Jaipal-Julius-Hanna Literary Award’, each winning manuscript is published, the 
author is gifted 50 copies of the published book, a royalty of 100 copies is given in cash in 
advance at the felicitation ceremony, and annually there is a provision to pay royalty of 10 
percent. Apart from this, the winning writers are honored with a shawl/gamchha, a 
certificate, and a memento. 


In 2022, the inaugural ‘Jaipal-Julius-Hanna Literary Award’ was bestowed upon three First 
Nation writers for their outstanding manuscripts. The recipients were Ujjwala Jyoti Tigga 
from Delhi for her poetry collection, 'Dharti ke Anam Yoddha, Sunil Gaikwad from 
Maharashtra for his autobiographical novel, 'Dacoit Devsingh Bhil ke Bachche,’ and Remon 
Longku from Arunachal Pradesh for his story collection, 'Kongkong-Fangfang.’ 


In the year 2023, the ‘Jaipal-Julius-Hanna Literary Award’ is being presented to three 
promising First Nation writers for their original, unpublished manuscripts: 


1. Gompi Gomuk: This is the first Adi-Hindi bilingual poetry collection by Dr. Tunung Tabing of 
the Adi community of East Siang, Arunachal Pradesh. 


2. Hemtu: This is a collection of poems in Pawara/Barela language with Hindi translations by 
Santosh Pawara, a young poet from the Pawara First Nation community of Nandurbar, 
Maharashtra. 


3. Somra Ka Disum: This is the Hindi translation of the Bengali story collection ‘Cha Bagichar 
Sanjh Fajir’ by Kajal Demta, a well-known and senior Munda First Nation storyteller from the 
tea gardens of Assam. Its translator is Dr. Pooja Prabha Ekka from the Oraon community of 
Alipurduar, West Bengal. 
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10.30 am to 1.00 pm 


Jaipal-Julius-Hanna Literary Award Ceremony 

1. Remembrance of ancestors: Companions of JBSS Akhra 

2. Welcome : Gloria Soreng - Chair Person, Pyaara Kerketta Foundation 

- Representative Tata Steel Foundation, Jamshedpur 

3. Introduction of the Award/Awardees: Vandana Tete - Secretary, PKF 

4. Distribution of honors by Chief Guest and descendants of Jaipal Singh Munda, Julius 
Tigga, Hannah Bodra. 


5. Brief Statements of the Awardees: 

- Sumberbo: Dr. Tunung Tabing, East Siang (Arunachal Pradesh) 

- Sumberbo: Santosh Pawara, Nandurbar (Maharashtra) 

- Sumberbo: Dr. Pooja Prabha Ekka, Alipurduar, (West Bengal) 

6. Keynote speech: 

- Sumberbo Sukumaran (famous poet, Wayanad, Kerala) 

7. Chief Guest speech: 

- Sumberbo: Dr. Lanusangala Tzudir (Eminent Writer, Dimapur, Nagaland) 


Session Moderator: Sumberbo: Preeti Ranjana Dungdung 


1.00 to 2.00 pm: Lunch 


2.15 to 4.30 pm 

Multilingual First Nations Durang Performance 

Welcome: Dr. Karam Chandra Ahir, President - JBSS Akhra 

Song recital by invited poets: Swarnalata Aind, Sanagi Samad, Augustus Mundu 
(Munda); Tarkeleng Kullu, Jual Lakra (Kharia); Sita Oraon, Sukhdev Oraon (Kurukh); 
Dumni Mai Murmu, Ganesh Murmu, Shivnarayan Hembrom, Lakhiya Tudu (Santali); 
Haldhar Ahir, Aparajita Mehta (Panchpargania); Sadri (Carmela Ekka); Dr. Vrindavan 


Mahato (Kurmalli); Jetha Asur, Reshmi Asur (Asur); Anima Telara, Surendra Birjia (Birjia); 
Deepak Kumar Deepak (Khortha); Sadhna Samad Chaki, Jagannath Hansda (Ho). 


Session Moderator: Shanti Sawaiyan | Vote of Thanks: Shyam Murmu 
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Jaipal Singh Munda 


Adivasi Mahasabha and Jharkhand Party. 


Julius Tigga 

A leading intellectual of the Adivasi movement in the 1940s. The general 
secretary of the Adivasi Mahasabha. He was the first Adivasi journalist and 
editor to go to jail for writing in a British India and played a vital role in 
the Adivasi education and culture movement in the 1950s. 


Hanna Bodra 


A prominent figure in Indian politics advocating for the rights of First 
Nations. An ideologue of Adivasidom and a key contributor to the 
constitution. The captain of the Indian hockey team, which won the World 
Championship at the 1928 Olympics. He served as the president of the 


The president of the Women's Wing of the Adivasi Mahasabha. The 
fiercest female warrior in modern Indian political history. She organized 
and led the First Nations people under the banner of the Mahasabha and 
Jharkhand Party during the Adivasi movement in Jharkhand. She is the 


most fearless Adivasi leader. 
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Chief Guest : Lanusangla Tzudir 

The 51-year-old, Lanusangla is the first and the only mainstream First 
nation publisher from Nagaland and Heritage Publishing House (HPH), 
founded by her in 2008, has already published 220 books. She is a 
well-known writer who has encouraged First Nation literature to an entire 
generation not only through her writings but also through her 
publications. 


Keynote Speaker : Sukumaran 

Sukumaran Chaligatha, whose real name is Bethimaran, writes poetry 
and short stories in Malayalam and Rawla languages, mostly depicting 
the lives of First Nation people. He has also written screenplays and 
songs. He is from the small village of Chaligadda, Wayanad, near the 
Kuruva island and Kabani river. Some of his famous works are 
Kalyanachoru, Meenukalude Prasava Muri, Mazhabhaasha, Kaadu. He 
has been writing for the last two decades and has edited a collection of 
First Nation poetry "Githra Kavita", published by DC Books. Besides 
being a writer, he has also worked as an actor in films and theatre. 
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1. Gompi Gomuk 
Adi-Hindi bilingual poetry collection 
Dr. Tunung Tabing, Adi, East Siang (Arunachal) 


2. Hemtu (Encroachment) 
Pawara/Barela-Hindi Bilingual Poetry Collection 
Santosh Pawara, Pawara, Lakkadkot (Maharashtra) 


3. Somra Ka Disum: Hindi translation of senior 
Munda storyteller Kajal Demta's Bengali story collectioN 
'Cha Bagichar Sanjh Fajir'. 

Dr. Pooja Prabha Ekka, Oraon, South Paniyalguri (WB) 
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